PARISH OF YESTER.

PRHESBYTERY OF HADDINGTON, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN AND
TWEEDDALE. -

THE REY. JOHN THOMSON, MINISTER.

IL.—TorocraPray AND NarTural HisTory.
Name.— THE ancient name of the parish was S¢ Bothans or S¢

Bathans,—the name of a saint who, if we may judge by the vestiges
of him which still remain in various parts of the country,* was
once held in high and general estimation. The change of the
name from St Hathans to Yester, seems to have been made soon
after the Reformation, which, ameng many other good results, has

* Abbey S5t Bathans, and several villages in Ireland.
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154 HADDINGTONSHIRE.

destroyed the popular reverence for pseudo-saints. This change,
however, as appears from the Presbytery records, was not general-
ly adopted till about the year 1668. Yester is the ancient name
of the Marquis of Tweeddale’s estate, which lies chiefly within the
parish. The name appears to be of Cambro-British origin, In
that language, the word Ystrad or Yestred signifies a strath or
vale. ‘This name, afterwards corrupted to Yester, is very expres-
sive of the local aspect of the parish, which forms a strath on the
banks of a rivulet called Gifford-water, a tributary of the Tyne.
The antiquity of the present name is shewn by the following cir-
cumstance, that Hugh de Gifford {to whom William the Lion
granted the baronial domains of Yestred or Yester in the twelfth
century) * gave to the monks of Melros a toft in kis village of
Yestred.”* 'The parish is popularly called Gifford, from a village
in 1t of that name.

Ezxtent and Boundaries—The parish is about 6 miles long from
east to west, and about 5 in breadth, including an extent of 2 miles
in the Lammermoors. It contains 7080 Scots acres, or nearly 14
square miles. Its form is nearly that of an oblong square, bounded
by the parishes of Garvald, Haddington, Bolton, Humbie, and
Lauder.

Topographical Appearances,—The Lammermoor hills run along
the south side of the parish. They are covered with heath, and
afford good pasture for sheep. The highest of these is Lammer-
lawe, which s situated in Yester parish. Its height above the le-
vel of the sea is about 1700 feet. Near the summit of Lammer-
law, is an excellent spring of water ; temperature in August 1854
42°, and scarcely at all different in winter. Various small streams
descending from these hills, and uniting about a mile from their
base, form the Gifford Water + which flows through the strath or
Ystrad already mentioned. This strath is one of peculiar beauty
Although it is 400 feet above the level of the sea, it is highly cul-
tivated and richly wooded. In the centre or lower part of it, stands
the village of Gifford, around which extends a circular elevated
ridge of fertile land at the distance of about a mile and a-half,

which slopes gently toward the lower part, and affords a good shelter
from the cold east winds.
* Chalmers’ Caledonia, Vol. ii. p. 534.

Itin mentioned in the former Statistical Account, that “ this stresn was remark-

t
gble for a flood on the 4th of October 1775, which carried down most of the bridges
in the parish, and a number of treesfrom Yester ; a most unaceountable eircumstance,

as no extraordinary quantity of rain had previously fallen.” The supposition of a
waler-apout will perhaps explain the difficulty.
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Soil, &¢.— The greater portion of the county abounds in lime-
stone and marl. At Kidlaw, in the south-western corner of .this
parish, there is a lime quarry; but, owing to its distance from
coal, the working of it is rather expensive. There is no stone for
building in the parish, no coal, nor gravel, except what is taken
from the bed of the river. Formerly there were quarries of hard
red freestone of excellent quality at Barra, which iz two miles
cast from Gifford; but they have not been wrought for many
vears. 'The soil of this parish, in common with that of East Lo-
thian generally, furnishes a striking instance of the great benefit
which results from well directed industry. It is by no means so
highly favoured by nature as many other districts which have been
less improved. It presents the aspect of an inclined plain, de-
scending northward from Lammermoor towards the sea, and may
therefore be considered as in some measure averted from the
sun’s rays, and exposed to the chilling northern blasts, The
soil, too, is generally of that kind in which clay greatly predo-
minates, although in several parishes on the sea coast, and In
some of the higher parts of this parish (at Long Yester and Long
Newton) a light loam is sometimes met with. A clay bottom, how-
ever, forms the principal characteristic of the soil, which is about
four-fifths clay, and one-fifth light and gravelly; but a skilful
agriculture has in a great measure overcome these disadvantages,
and rendered the soil very productive. It ought to be remarked,
however, that, notwithstanding the northerly exposure of this pa-
vish, the climate is on the whole favourable to the growth of corn ;
and it has been very much improved of late by draining.

Climate.— As might be expected from our proximity to the Lam-
mermoors, a greater quantity of rain probably falls in this parish
than in almost any other in the county. But the heavy falls of rain
brought from the Atlantic Ocean by the westerly winds, and which
so frequently deluge the West of Scotland, are hittie known here.
The greater part of the clouds brought from the west are attracted
and broken by the high grounds between Clydesdale and West Lo-
thian. The few that escape this attraction are broken and divided
by the Pentland hills. One part of these proceeds northward by
Arthur's Seat, and is wasted in the Frith of Forth; and another
is attracted by the Moorfoot hills, and proceeds along that range
by Soutra hill and Lammermoor. Some of these clouds, however,
from their height, occasionally escape both attractions, and travel
eastward by Dalkeith towards the vale of Tyne and the higher
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districts of this parish, But from this course they are generally
diverted by the Garleton-hills and Traprene Law ; and then they
‘take either a southerly direction towards the hilis of Lammermoor,
or a northerly direction by North Berwick Law to the Frith of
Forth. Such is the general course of the western clouds about
the beginning of spring ; and as the season advances, the quantity
of rain from the west is gradually lessened; so that, during the
summer and autumn, a west wind is a tolerable security for dry
weather, An instance of this occurs at the moment of writing this
account. In the forenoon and aftermoon of this day, an unusually
large quuntity of rain fell, the wind blowing with great violence
from the south and south-east; but towards evening, the wind has
veered round to the west; and at present, the sky, which but
lately was darkened with clouds and mist, is clear and serene.

During winter, the wind in every point from the west round by
the north to the east occasionally brings snow or rain; but snow
seldom remains long on the ground, For some years back, little
snow has fallen in this district; and it very seldom happens that
we have more than a week of what is called close weather.

The spring in this part of the country is generally dry and cold,
especially when the wind blows from the east, The cold, how-
ever, 1sbyno means so intense as in many parishes in the immediate
neighbourhood of this,—which isowingin a great measure to the cir-
cular elevated ridge that surrounds the strath of Yester. Occasionally
in spring, there are heavy showers of hail or rain from the north-
east. During the whole of May, the winds generally blow from some
poiut to the north, with a bright sun, and a dry keen penetrating
air, which renders it a tr_'-,ring period to invalids. Notwithstanding
this, however, the situation of the parish is remarkably healthy, the
air pure and invigorating, the climate generally mild, and “no par-
ticular distemper is prevalent.” At this period, the husbandman
endeavours to have his fallow, especially on strong land, lying un-
der a eross furrow and in large clods, which are dried so thorough-
ly by the east winds, that most of the rooted weeds enclosed in
them are withered and destroyed,

The weather seldom sets in steadily mild before the end of June.
It is a proverbial expression, that the erops upon the clay and the
strong land do not often begin to *mend until the nights are turn-
ed,” that is, till the summer heats commence,

In summer and the beginning of autumn, the only rainy points
are the south and east. Generally the wind sets in from these
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points at the change and full moon ; and (as in the case above-
mentioned) brings from ten to eighteen hours of continued rain.
The latitude being so high as 56° renders the climate, as might
be expected, very changeable.

11.—Crvir Hisrory.

Historical Notices.— The names of places, rivers, and habitations
in this parish and the neighbourhood, show that it was inbabited in
ancient times by the great tribe of British Ottadini. Thus Gar-
vald or Garw-ald signifies, in the Cambro-British language, the
rough rivulet; Barre from Bar, a height, Ha’ a fortlet ;— Yester or
Ystrad, a strath. No traces of the Romans now exist in this pa-
rish, although it is well known that they subdued the Celtic in-
habitants of the district. This appears from the remains of Ro-
man encampments discovered in the neighbourhood. Many ves-
tiges of the Anglo-Saxons remain in the names of places, such as
Lea, Law, Hope, Lammermoor, &c. 'This district was fora con-
siderable period under the dominion of the English; and in 1020
it was ceded by them to the Scottish king. ¥

In the reign of David L, Hugh de Gifford, an English gentle-
man, settled in East Lothian, and obtained extensive estates there.
He was succeeded by a son of the same name, who rose to emi-
nence under William the Lion, and obtained from that monarch
the additional territory of Yester. The celebrated castle of Yes-
ter,—celebrated on account of the Hobgoblin Hall,t—was at that
time, and long afterwards, the family residence. Hugh de Gif-
ford was of sufficient importance to have his own sheriff, according
to the practice of feudal times. One of his descendants, John
de Gifford, who lived in the time of Robert Bruce, obtained by
marriage the lands of Morham. In 1418, the male heirs of this
ancient family having failed, the extensive domains of the Giffords
were inherited by four daughters,—the eldest of whom, Johanna,
having obtained the estate of Yester, transferred it to her hus-
band, Sir William Hay of Locherwart. Thus arose the family of
Yester and Locherwart, who obtained the title of Lord Hay of
Yester in 1488, that of Earl of Tweeddale in 16486, and that of
Marquis of T'weeddale in 1694. In allusion to the circumstance
above-mentioned, that a great part of the fortune of this family

* Chalmers, in bis Caledonia, p. 404, cbserves, « that the Celtic.Britizh are the
earliest names on the map of Lothian ; that the Saxon are the second ; that the Gaelio
are the third ; and the English are the fourth,—corresponding to the several succes-

sions of the eclonizing people.” .
+ Sir Walter Scott's Marmion, Neote 3 on Canto iil.
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waw aeqquired by marriage, a son of the first Marquis, Lord Charles,

. nade the following verses ;——

Aulum affF jectsmly, faliz Domus Yestria nube,
Nam que sors alils, det Vesos sleas tibi.

Various accounts have been given of the ongm of this ancient
family. Buchanan* says that the Hays are descended from the
hero of the battle of Loncarty, whose story is well known. The
Scots, having been put to flight by the Danes, were met by Hay
and his sens, who were ploughing in an adjoining field. Armed
with ploughshares, they forced their panic-stricken countrymen to
turn back on their invaders. The consequence was that the Danes
experienceda signal defeat ; and soon afterwards, Hay, for his bravery
and patriotism, was raisod to the rank of nobility, and obtained a
large estate in the Carse of Gowry, * quem (Buchanan adds) ad-
huc eorum posteri tenent.,”” This Hay, it is umversally acknowled-
ged, was the ancestor of the families of Errol and Kinnoul; and
many hold also that he was the ancestor of the family of Tweed-
dale. Others again affirm that the ancestry of this family was of
Norman descent, and settled in Scotland about the year 1200,
having previously come from Normandy with William the Con-
queror. Let antiquarians decide the question as they best can,

Eminent Men.—John Knox, the Father of the Scottish Refor-
mation, was born in the village of Gifford, in the year 1505, The
plaee of his nativity, indeed, has been questioned ; some maintain-
ing that he was born at Gifford-gate, one of the suburbs of Had-
dington. But it is easy to show that this opinion is not well found-

ed. +

* Rerum Scoticarum Historia, in vita Kennethi Tertii, anno 980.

+ We shall shortly state the evidence in favour of both opinions, that the reader
may decide for himself: That Koox was born at the village of Gifford, in this pa-
rish, is proved not only by the cireumstance that this has ?uqmg been the prevailiog
opinion, but also by the testimony of Bexn, his contemporory and friend. He calls him
* Joanoes Cnoxus, Beotus, Gifordicnsis,” ( bmagines illustrium virorum, Ee. iij.
an, 1580,) evidently meaning that he was a native of Gifford. If he had been a na-
tive of one of the suburbs of Haddington, would not Beza have called him Haddin-
toniensis § Spotswood ( History, p. 285, edit. 1677, ) says, that “he wasbern in Gifford,
within Lothian,” which statement is conflrmed bj' David Bouchanan, Crewlard, asd
Wodrow, (Buchanan's Memvoir of Knox, prefized to the edition of his history, pub-
lished 1644 ; Crawfurd's Life of Knox; Wodrow's MS8. Collectiona respecting the
Feottish Reformers, in Bibl. Coll. Glas.) On the other hand, Archibald Hamilton
(Do Ceofusione Calyinianase Sectae apud Scotoe Dialogus, ful. 64, a. Par, 1577.)
says that he was born in Haddington,—and another writer, that he was born = prope
Haddintonam.” (Laingmus De vita, et moribus, &e. fol. 113, b. Par. 1581,)
Hamilton's tl..‘-!‘ti!ﬂﬂn}' posscases little weight, M:Crie observes of him, that * le has
retailed a number of gross fulsehoods in his work,” and though it may be said, that
ke was under no temptation to tell a lie in & matter of fact, yet it is not likely that
a man of his character would either give himself much trouble to ascertain the truth
inthis case, or be very serupulous in adhering to it, The other writer, who says that

1

3 The University of Edinburgh
The Lhriversity of Glasgow



YESTER. | £

The Rev. John Witherzpoon, D. D., LL.D., President of the
College of New Jersey, in America, was born in the manse of Yes-
ter on the 5th of February 1728.* The following notice, though
rather lengthened, of this distinguished man, it is hoped, may
not be unacceptable. He was lineally descended from John Knox,
and was connected with a family of property in the east of Scot-
land. His father, who was ordained minister of Yester in March
1720, was eminent for his piety, learning, and fidelity as a mi-
nister of the gospel.  Young Witherspoon was sent at a very early
age to the public school at Haddington, where he distinguished
himself by his assiduity and proficiency. He was sent, at the age
of fourteen, to the University of Edinburgh, where he attracted the
particular notice of the professors by his talents and acquirements.
At the age of twenty-one he was licensed to preach the gospel;
and soon after he was invited to become assistant and successor to
his father in the parish of Yester ;—but he chose rather to accept
a call from the parish of Beith, where he was ordained with the
universal consent of the people,. A short time afterwards, he
was called to Paisley, where he laboured in the work of the Lord
with universal acceptance and great success. During his resi-
dence in Paisley he was invited to remove to Dublin, to Rotter-
dam, and Dundee; but he refused. He was also requested by the
Trustees of the College of New Jersey to accept the office of Pre-
sident. e at first declined the offer; but on a second applica-
tion he complied with it. The finances of the college (which was
founded and chiefly supported by private liberality,) were in a low
and declining condition when Dr Witherspoon arrived in Ame-
rica; but by his talents, reputation, and exertions, the college was
soon raised to a state of great prosperity. Formerly the acade-
mical course had been too superficial, and too much tinctured with
the dry and unedifying forms of the schoolmen; but Dr Wither-
spoon introduced all the modern improvements of Europe, and in-
corporated with the course of instruction a sound and rational me-
taphysics, equally removed from the doctrines of fatality and con-

Knox was born near Haddington, is called by M:Crie in the first edition of his
W_’Dﬂl, 4 gnother of the same kidpey” with Hamilton, and therefore entitled t0 no ere-
dit. Few persons, therefore, will be disposed to differ from the late distinguished
bigrapher of Knox, when he says, % 1 am inclined to prefer the opinion of the
oldest and most eredible writers, that he was born in the village of Gifford."—-
M'_Crie*u Life of John Knox, 5th edition, Vel. i. pp. 1, 2 For a more full exami-
nation of this point see the Appendix to the volume, Note A.

* It is stated in the aceounts of his life that he was born February 5, 17232 ; but
an ﬁlxu|nini|1g the P_Hllrigh !'i."giﬁth‘l'j. I ﬁu[l tl'l_[lt hE Wil hﬂ]}tjzﬂd on thf_" Iﬂ!}h DF'FE-I-
bruary 1728. 1t is not likely that a year would elapse between his birth and baptism.
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tingency. Under his auspices, most of the American clergy were
educated ; and the United States owe to him many of their most
distinguished patriots and legisiators,—above thirty of his pupils
baving become members of Congress. In this situation Dr Wi.
therspoon continued with increasing success till the beginning of
the American war,—an event which suspended his functions, and
dispersed the college. He then appeared in a new character
The citizens of New Jersey elected him as one of the most suit-
able delegates whom they could send to that convention which
formed their republican constitution; where he distinguished him-
self as much in the capacity of a civilian as he had already done
in those of a divine and philosopher. In 1776, he was sent as re.
presentative of New Jersey to the Congress of the United States,
He continued a member of that body seven years, and distinguished
himself by his firmness, enlarged views, and profound wisdom. Nor
did he forget, amid the bustle of political life, his ministertal cha-
racter. After peace was restored, the college was reassembled, and
continued to flourish under the immediate care of a vice-president;
but Dr Witherspoon did not neglect to use every means for its 1m-
provement. Dr Witherspoon was well prepared for the part he per-
formed in the civil and ecclesiastical assemblies of America, by the
experience he had acquired before leaving Scotland, as leader of the
Orthodox party in the church, chiefly upon the great question of
patronage, which was then the subject of discussion. For more
than two years previous to his death, he was deprived of sight; but
he bore this and all his sufferings with exemplary resignation and
cheerfulness. During his blindness, he was frequently in the pul-
pit, and spoke with his usual accuracy and power. He died on the
15th of November 1794, after a life of great activity, of true piety;
and of eminent usefulness. His writings are well known. They
display extensive learning, a profound knowledge of Scripture, and
an intimate acquaintance with the human heart.®

This parish gave birth also to Dr Charles Nisbet, President of
the College of Carlisle in America. He was born in March 1728
at Long Yester, where his father held the office of schoolmaster.
After receiving license, he was ordained minister of Montrose;
from which place he was induced to remove by the offer of a Pre-
sideney in America. Though a man of distinguished attainments,
he seems to have enjoyed little comfort, and less worldly prosperity
in ¢S the land of liberty.” Although the names % College” and * Pre-

* See the Lif of the Rev. John Witherspoon, D. D, L1, D. prefixed to his works.
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sident” sounded well, yet he found that his situation was neither
more profitable nor more respectable than that which his worthy
father had held before him. On one oceasion, he wrote to his
friends, that * America was certainly a * land of promise; for it
was all promise and no performance.”

We cannot refrain from mentioning another eminent man who
was Jong minister of this parish—the Rev. James Innes, whose me-
mory is still respectfully and affectionately cherished. He was or-
dained in the year 1760, and died in 1821 ; having been minister
of Yester during the long period of sixty-one years. As he left no
writings behind him, we cannot now form a sufficiently correct
estimate of his powers. Although his talents were not of the
highest order, yet he was remarkably distinguished by his powerful
appeals to the conscience, his unbending integrity, and his unwea-
ried diligence.in his Master’s work.

This parish claims a remote connection wit h Sir Isaac Newton,
who is said to have been a branch of the family of Newton of New-
tonhall in this parish.*

Parochial Registers.—These eonsist of nine volumes, and have
been kept with considerable regularity. The date of the earliest
entry is 18th March 1613.

II1lL.—PoruLaTION.

In the last Statistical Account of the parish, we are inform-
ed that the population was much greater about a hundred years
before than at that time. The decrease is attributed * to the
demolition of cottages, and the union of several small farms into
one.”

In 1755, the population was 1091

F7al, - 0
1801, - - G20
=11, - 100G
1821, - - 1104}
1831, - 1019 viz. 494 males, and 525 females.

The population at present (1835) is about 1050. The number
of the population may perhaps have been considerably affected by
the improvements in manufactures. Formerly, there were about
twenty weavers in the village of Gifford ; but owing to the improve-
ments in machinery, there are at present not more than two or three;
and even these have not constant employment in this branch of

* Information on this point may be obtained in 8ir David Brewster's Life of Sir
Isaase Newton, Appendix, No. I
HADDINGTON. L
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trade. Of late years, several persons have emigrated from this
parish to America.

The population residing in the village of Gifford is - - 540
villages of Long Yester and Long Newton, 144}

country, - - . - H

The yearly average of births for the last 7 years is - = )
deaths, = - - 1G

marriages, - - - 10

The average number of persons under 13 years of age is about - 404}
- above T0, - - 25
Number of nobility and fumilies of fortune, - - 4"
unmarried men and widowers upwards of X} years of agre, - 15

women upwards of 45, - - o4

families, - - - - . 944

chiefly engaged in agriculture, - - 112

treade and manufactures, - 78

Average number of children in each family, - - 4
MNumber of inhabited houses, - - - - 189G
uninhabited hiouses, (including 2 now building, ) - - i4d

Generally speaking, the people are cleanly in their habits, in-
dustrious, frugal,contented, and intelligent. Many of them are
engaged in out-of-door work, of which they have usually enough
to keep them well employed, as the proprietors and tenants wisely
give a preference in this respect to natives of the parish, and ma-
nifest a becoming anxiety to discourage the entrance of vagrants
from other parts of the country.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

‘The parish contains 8928 acres standard imperial measure.
The number of acres which have been cultivaied is 5400. The
number in hill pasture is 2522 ; of which 300 might be reclaimed—
a considerable proportion having been under the plough in the reign
of Queen Anne. The number of acres in a state of undivided com-
mon is 60 ; and there are 946 acres in plantation. The trees are
of various sorts; beech, oak, ash, elm, lime, &c. They are well
managed. Those on the grounds of Yester are remarkably fine
trees. The following names of places in this parish shew that
there were formerly large forests here:-—Woodhead, Broadwood-
side, Fchyside (the Qak-wood-side,) Pyotshaw,+ &e.

Rent of Lund.—Rent varies from 10s. to 1. 2, 10s. per acre
The average rent of arable land is I. 1, 10s. per acre. Summer
and winter-keep per ox or cow, L. 6, turnips or hay included ; ditto

* The following are the heritors of the parish :—The Marquis of Tweeddale, Ii-
chard Hay Newton, Esq of Newtonhall, Juhn Hay Mackenzie, Esq. of Newhall,
and Thomas Crighton, Esg. of Skedsbush. The Marquis of T'weeddale is the prin-
cipal heritor and patron of the church,

+ In the Anglo-Saxen, Shaw signifies a wood,
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two-year old, L. 4, 10s. ditto ; ditto one-year old, L. 3, ditto. Fora
full-grown sheep in field pasture, L. 1, including turnips ; ditto on
hill pasture, 6s. per anoum. These of course vary considerably
with the price of stock and wool.

This parish is rated in the county cess-books as follows: The
estate of Yester, L. 2011, 11s. 8d.; Newtonhall, L. 1141, 2s, 4d.;
Newhall, L. 468; Skedsbush, L. 111, 9s. 4d.; total L. 4632, 3s. 4d.
The real rental of the parish at the time of drawing up the last
Qeatistical Account was L. 2000 Sterling. At present it is L. 8000
per annuim, having increased about L. 2000 within the last twenty
years. This increase, however, is in a great measure to be attri-
buted to the death of many of the old liferenters during that period,
who held their farms at a very low rent.

Jive stoch.—The common breeds of sheep in this parish are
the Leicester and Cheviot; and also a hardy thriving breed be-
tween a Leicester tup and a Cheviot ewe. The total number of
sheep is 4000; and 900 lambs are bred annually. Great atten-
tion has been paid to their improvement, especially by the Mar-
quis of Tweeddale. The cattle are of various sorts, from the fine
short-horned English breed down to the native of the Highlands
and the Shetland islands. The total number of cattle in the pa-
rish is 860 ; and 80 calves are bred annually.

Husbandry.— The state of husbandry has been much improved
in this parish within the last ten years. At present, it is perhaps as
perfect here as in any part of the country. Little wheat is grown
in this parish, although it is of good quality. Barley, oats, and tur-
nips are the principal crops. John Marquis of Tweeddale and Sir
George Suttie, were the earliest and most successful in practising
the turnip husbandry. This was abouta hundred years ago. Bone
dust has of late been very generally used instead of manure, for
raising turnips, and its effects have been astonishing. Draining also
has been carried on generally and successfully throughout the pa-
rish, Lately, the Marquis of Tweeddale has erected a mill for
working the clay, and has invented a very ingenious machine for
forming the tiles; which will greatly facilitate the operation of tile-
draining. A considerable quantity of waste land has lately been
reclaimed at the foot of the Lammermoors, on the fatms especially
of Long Yester and Long Newton ; and the crops raised will soon
repay the expense of cultivation. - The general duration of leases
in this parish is nineteen years. The state of farm-buildings and en-
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closures is good. Many of the farm-houses are new, and as com-
modious as the mansion-houses of many Highland lairds. As far
as I am aware, every encouragement is given to improvement by
the proprietors,

Produce.— The gross amount of raw produce raised in the parish,
as nearly as can be ascerlained, is as follows:

Cirain of all kinds, 8,644 bolls of six imperiz]l heshels, . I.. 8457 18 0
Potatoes, . 1,800 bolls at Gs. per boll of 40 stones, . 540 0 0
Turnips, . 3O {HM) tons at da. per ton, . . . 0 00
Cl[“"t"l!’-hl't}", 4L stomes at T, per stone, - . 1,166 13 4
Meadow -hay, 3000 stones at 4d. . T e . 5 0 0
Pasture for . ) cows 5t L. 5, . . . ey O ¢
Pasture for . 3,000 sheep ot s, for 1000 at 18s. ; " 1Bl O ©
Young eattle, horses, and lambs bred, wool, &e. say ; 3000 0 O

Total amount of raw produce, L.18814 11 4

V.—Parocuiar Economy.

Markets.— There are no weekly markets held in the parish ; but
there are three trysts or fairs held annually, which will be after-
wards mentioned. The distance from Gifford to Haddington,
where a market is held every Friday, is four miles, This town, it
1s well known, affords to the surrecunding country a good market for
all kinds of agricultural produce. The Haddington corn-market
15 the greatest in Scotland, owing probably in some measure to its
being entirely a ready money market.

Means of Communication.— The road to Haddington, though
not very level, is kept, as all the other roads are, in good re-
pair. It might, however, be much improved at little expense by
cutting and raising, In this parish there are about three miles of
turnpike reads and thirteen of parish roads. The road from Gif-
ford to Edinburgh, which is distant about nineteen miles, is in a
good state of repair. Since the year 1750, when an act of Parlia-
ment empowered commissioners to repair the post-rpad from Dun-
glas Bridge to Ravenshaugh Bridge, the cross roads of this parish
and county have been greatly improved. Before that time the
roads were nearly impassable. At present, a one-horse coach tra-
vels three times a-week between Edinburgh and Gifford ; leaving
Gifford on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 7 a. M., and
returning on the other days. It passes through Saltoun and Tra-
nent. It leaves No. 2, Princes Street, Edinburgh, at a quarter to
four afternoon, and performs the journey in about two hours and
a~half. There is a penny post-office in the village of Gifford. T'ill
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of late, the post-man travelled between Gifford and Haddington
(which is the post-town) twice a-day;—bringing letters from the
north mail in the morning, and from the south mail in the after-
noon. But, this summer, he has travelled only once a-day; the
reason of which probably is, that this is an * age of economy and
retrenchment.” Possibly, however, if the sixpence a-day which
was lately taken off his small wages were restored, he might be able
once more to afford the Gifford people the benefit of a double
journey per diem. There are two carriers, each of whom travels
between Gifford and Edinburgh every week; leaving Gifford on
Tuesdays -and Fridays, and Edinburgh on Wednesdays and Satur-
days. The bridges and fenves throughout this parish are kept
senerally in the best condition.

Villages.—There are three villages in the parish, viz. Gifford,
Long Yester, and Long Newton. The last two, which are situ-
ated at the foot of the Lammermoors, are inconsiderable. The
village of Gifford is generally admired for the beauty of its situa-
tion, and the regularity of its buildings. It is situated on the east
bank of Gifford-water. Nearly all the houses in the two princi-
pal streets are of two stories, and possess an air of great comfort.
One of these streets runs along part of the avenue leading to Yes-
ter House: and at the northern extremity stands the school and
dwelling-house, surmounted by a small spire. The church is si-
tuated at the extremity of the other street. About a third part of
the houses in Gifford is the Marquisof Tweeddale’s property,—the
rest are held of him in feu or fief. The amount of feu-duty paid an-
nually to the Marquis by the feuars (of whom there are about forty)
is L. 18, 17s. 11d. It may be interesting to mention the tenure
by which these feus are held. The conditions are, that each feuar
should ¢ attend the Marquis of T'weeddale the space of two days
yearly, sufficiently mounted with horse and arms, upon his own pre-
per charges and expenses, when he shall be desired to do the sa-
men :”-—also that he should ¢ atiend other two days at the Mar-
quis’ expense ;”—should * ride at two fairs yearly in Gifford,” and
“ perform a darg or day’s work yearly for winning of hay in the
parks of Yester.” The feuars were exempted by the Marquis
% from all cess, taxations, ministers’ sfipends, and other public bur-
thens.” They obtained from the superior, long ago, a grant of a
piece of land near Gifford, called the Common, consisting of 60
acres, and worth at least L. 100 per annum; 14 acres are at pre-
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sent in cultivation, and yield a rent of L, 46. This sum has of
late been judiciously applied to the purpose of making local im-
provements,—especially to form a pavement along the streets of
the village, which will be a great benefit to the place. The rest
of the Common is in pasture. Each feuar who pays 10s. a year of
feu-duty has a right to a cow’s grass, and all the feuars are allow-
ed to ¢ cast faill and divot on the common, for upholding and re-
pairing their houses, in quantities proportionable to their respec-
tive feu-duties.” The feuars meet every two years to choose two
bailies and a committee of five, by whom the affairs of the village
are managed. Inancient times, the Marquis of T'weeddale’s factor,
(who held the office of baron bailie) and the two bailies chosen
by the feuars, met three times a~year at the Cross to settle disputes
and try delinquents. The existence of this court (which was cal-
led the Birla or Boorlaw Court, and which was discontinued only
within the last forty years,) accounts for the following characteris-
tic passage in the former Statistical Account: ¢ There is not one
lawyer or aftorney in the whole parish; and the people make 1t
their study to keep their affairs as much out of the hands of such
men as possible.” 'The Boorlaw Court had a constable to en-
force their orders, and this functionary still remains in office.
The punishment usually inflicted by the court for misdemeanours
was a night’s confinement in the Black Hole or the Jougs at the
1ron.*

Eecclesiastical State.—It has been mentioned that the parish
chureh is situated in the village of Gifford, on the north side of
the parish. This situation, though distant from some families, is
perhaps the most convenient that could have been chosen. About
one-half of the parishioners (those in Gifford) are thus in the im-
mediate neighbourhood of the church; and of the other half the
great majority are within two miles, although a few families are
three miles distant. ‘The chureh was built in the year 1708, It
was re-seated and thoroughly repaired about five years ago, which
has rendered it very comfortable. It affords sufficient accommo-
dation for the parishioners, having been seated for 560 ; although
it may accommodate without inconvenience about 600. The sit-
tings {as they ought to be in an Established Church) are all free.

* The joups { jugum, a yoke?) were pieces of wood fastened round the neck of the
culprit, and attached to an upright post, which still stands in the centre of the vil-
lage, and is used for weighing goods at the fairs.  Here the culprit stood in a sort of
pillory, exposed to the taunts and missiles of the villagers,

-
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They are allocated by the sheriff to the various heritors accord-
ing to their valued rents, by whom they are allotted to their tenants
and dependents; whilst the session of course possess the right of
allotting the communion table seats,

The present manse was built in 1824, It is commodious and
well finished ; and is one of the best in the country. The glebe
sontains about 10 acres; and is let for L. 25 a year. The stipend
amounts on an average to about L. 200, besides the aliowance
for communion elements.

There are no Dissenting or Seceding chapels in the parish.
The great body of the people have long been firmly attached to
the Fstablished Chureh ; and their love has not waxed cold. There
are about six Seceders and two or three IKpiscopalians in the pa-
rish 3 but many of the former, being advanced in years, and there~
fore unable to travel to Haddington, generally attend the parish
church. The younger branches of their families, having been
trained under the faithful ministrations of former ministers, have
in most cases joined the church. The Episcopalians attend the
Established Church regularly. The average attendance is nearly
600, which is more than balf of the population; but this is explain-
ed by the fact, that several families in neighbouring parishes are
nearer, by several miles, the church of Yester than their awn parish
churches. The number of communicants at the summer sacra-
ment is on an average about 430; at the winter sacrament, 400,
The pumber of male heads of families in communion with the
chureh is 135,

An Auxiliary Bible Society existed and flourished in the parish
for many years. It consisted exclusively of members of the chureh,
although Dissenters were not prohibited from giving their contri-
butions. The Society sent about .25 annually to the Hast Lo-
thian Bible Society; but this was discontinued, and the money di-
rected to other religious purposes, four years ago ;-—ahout the time
when our Seceding brethren made the discovery that the Church
of Scotland is the  Mother of abominations,” and raised the war-
ery of extermination against the “ paid servants of the devil,”!!
This questionable discovery has certainly had no good influence
on the operations of religious societies. A collection, amount-
ing to L. 62, was made last spring, for the church extension fund.
On the first Sabbath of the year, a collection is made to supply
the poor with coals. On an average it amounts to L. 7; and the
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tenantry and others kindly undertake to drive the coals, free of
expense.

In former times, the parish of Yester was not so extensive as it
now is. It was increased in 1702, by the annexation of part of the
parishes of Barra and Bolton ; the other part of the parish of Barra
was annexed to (zarvald. The old church of St Bathans stands
near Yester House, about a mile from the present church. It is
now used as a burying-place for the family of Yester and their
connections. It i1s a small but very handsome building, of red
sandstone, and has evidently been renewed at different periods.
The nave bears the date of 1635 ; but the transept is more an-
cient, probably by 200 years. The pulpit, which is made of beau-
tifully carved oak, and said to be 400 years old, was removed from
the former to the present chureh, where it still is.

From the ancient Taxatio, it appears that the church of St Bo-
thans was not of great value: being rated only at thirty merks.
In 1421, Sir William Hay of Yester, converted this church into
a collegiate f::rrm--cunﬁisting of a provost, six prebendaries, and
two singing boys, who enjoyed the lands, tithes, and other eccle-
siastical revenues of the parish, down to the period of the Refor-
mation. Alicia Hay, daughter of Sir Thomas Hay of Errol, and
second wife of Sir William Hay of Yester, granted for the support
of a chaplain in the collegiate church of Bothans, the lands of
Blanes within the cunambu];ar}f of Haddington,—also various rents
of houses in the town of Haddington, amounting to L. 4, 2s, 6d.
Sir David Hay, son of Sir William, gave also some additional
lands for the support of the chaplain; and in 1539, Robert Wa-
therstone (provost of Bothans) gave for the same purpose, two
houses in Haddington, the rents of which amounted to L. 3, 10s.
8d.; also two acres of land on the north side of the town. In Ba-
gimont’s Holl, the church of St Bothans is rated at L. 40.% After
the Reformation, the revenue was given in at L. 100 Scots. It
has been doubted whether the collegiate church of Bothans and
Yester be the same; but their identity appears certain.t At
Duncanlaw, on the east side of Yester parish, there was formerly

* In the Roll of St Andrew's, 1547, the Pracpositura de Bothans is mentioned as
Leing situated in the deanery of Dunbar. Religq. Divi Andreae. Dempster informs

us that the 18th of January was the festival of Bothan.
+ The village near the old church was soinetimes called Bothans. In 1330, Sir

John Gifford of Yester granted to the monks of Dryburgh an aunual rent from his
yillage of Bothan.
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a chapel dedicated to St Nicholas; but no vestiges of it now re-
main.*

Education—The means of instruction in this parish are fur-
nished in sufficient abundance. There are five schools; three of
which are parochial and endowed. Of these, one isin the village
of Gifford : another in that of Long Yester, and the third in that
of Long Newton. The two unendowed schools are in the village
of Gifford : one of these is under the care of a female, who teaches
sewing. In the schools at Long Yester and Long Newton, as

* Robert ITL. gave to the chapel of 8t Nicholas at Duncanlaw, some lands which
had belonged to Yohn Straton. Roberts. Index, 145.

I have not been able to discover the names of the ministers who had the spiritual
oversight of this parigh from the Reformation till the year 1853. On the subject of
their deeds and virtues, history 1= silent. A short account of those ministers
whose names are known may not be uninteresting, as it tends to throw some light
on the state of the church at different periods. In October 1653, Laurence Charte-
fis was chosen minister of Bothans by the session. He seems to have been a man
of some eminence in his day, It appears from the Fresbytery Records, that he was
Moderator of the Presbytery of Haddington from 1671 till 1676 ; a circumstanco
which shews, not only that he was held in respect by his brethren, but alsa that the
preshytery were beginning at that time to adopt Episcopalian views and practices.
Accordingly, Mr Charteris was appointed by the Bishop of Edinburgh, in January
1676, to be Professor of Theology in the Umiversity, in which situation, however, he
does not seem to have continued many years, After the Revolution, he was remov-
ed to be minister of Dirleton, where he died.  In August 1681, George Stephen was
ardained minister of Yester, in consequence of an edict from the Bishop of Edin-
burgh. He appears, however, to have been a staunch Presbyterian.  The following
reason, highly honourable to his principles and character, is assigned for his removal,
in the session records:— January 7, 1682, No sermon, Mr George Stephen, our
minister haviug left his charge, becanse he would not lake the fest imposed by autho-
rity, as he was required on Thursday last past.” In December 1682, Hobert Mel-
drum, minister of Garvald, was appointed by the Bishop of Edinburgh 1o be minister
of Yester. In this situation he remained till Decernber 1699, notwithstanding the
political and ecclesiastical ehanges which during his incumbency had taken place in
the nution. The change from Prelacy to FPresbytery at the Revolution does not
seem to have changed his determination to continue minister of Yester ; and though
this circumstance might make some regard him as a second * Vicar of Bray," yet he
appears to have been a faithful minister. The following entry in reference to him is
made in the session records ;—¢ December 17, 1689, No sermon, our minister
being dead, having faithfullie in the office of the ministery, gerved at this church ex.
actly seventeen years, from the serving of his edict here to the next day after his bu-
risl” On the $th of January 1700, the heritors and houscholders met at the church
“ for the election of new elders ;"—and the heritors, clders, and howschelders were order-
ed by the Presbytery to be present on the Jlst, for signing a call to a minister to
this parish,” ‘The call was given to o Mr Alexander Anderson: but be does not ap-
pear to have been ordained, having probably accepted a call to another parish. In
January 1701, another cell was signed to Mr James Craig, who was ordained in
April, and remained till October 1718 ; when he was translated to Dunbar. In No-
vember 1719,  the heritors, elders, and others concerned met to elect one to be their
minister, and unanimeously made choice of My James Witherspoon,” He was or-
dained in March 1720, and fulfiiled his office with exemplary ﬁd&li‘l{;l He died io
August 1750, My Jawmes Innes was ordained minister of this parish in March 1760,
and died in February 1821, He was suceceded in December the sume year by Da.
riel Wilkie, now in the New Grayfriars' Edinburgh. HRobert Smith (now at Old
Machar's Aberdeen) was inducted minister of this parish in October 1830, David
}Iﬁi:;nt‘: (now at Corstorphine) was ordained in May 1851 ; John Thomson in April
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well as in the unendowed schools, the common branches of read-
ing, writing, arithmetic, and English grammar are taught. Ip
addition to these, Latin, Greek, French, geography, and ma-
thematics are taught in the parish scheol at Gifford. Two or
three boarders usually reside in the Gifford schoolmaster’s house ;
and he is well qualified to instruct them in the various bran-
ches of classical education. The fees of one of the unendowed
schools may amount to L. 24 per annum, and of the other to about
L. 14,

The following is a statement of the income of the parochial
schoolmasters: at Gifford, selary, L. 84, 4s. 4d., school-fees, L. 40,
other emoluments, L. 1. 7s. 10d.,* total income, 1. 75, 125 2d.;
—Long Yester, salary, L. 8, 11s. 1d., school-fees, L. 18, total in-
come, L. 26, 11s. 1d. ;+—and Long Newton, salary, L. 8, 11s. 1d.,
school-fees, L. 14, total income, 1. 22, 11s5. 1d. The schools and
dwelling-houses are in good repair, and the teachers have the le-
gal accommodations. The general expense of eduecation is as fol-
lows: For teaching to read, 3s. per quarter; to read and write, 3s.
6d., and in the parish school, 4s.; for reading, writing, and arith-
metic, 45, 6d., and 1n the parish school, 5s.; for teaching these
branches, together with geography or grammar, 6s.; and for teach-
g the classies, 7s. 6d.

The schools are conveniently situated for the accommodation
of the children. None are so distant from school as to be de-

rived of the means of instruction. The schools are in general
well attended. The average attendance of children in this parish
at all the schools 15 about 220, which 15 more than one-fifth of the
pepulation.  All the children in the parish above six years of age
are able to read, and most of them can write. It is to be regret-
ted, however, that in many cases the children are taken from school
too soon, in order to assist their parents in their work., Yet the
people in general seem to be alive to the benefits of education;
and it would be reckoned a great reproach to any parent if he ne-
glected to send his children to school at the proper age. About
twenty years ago, the sum of L. 100 was mortified by William

* The sum of L. I, 7a. 10d., given to the parochial schoolmester in Gifford, arises
from mortified money on some estates in the parish, and part of it from an estate not
in the prrish,

+ It ought to be mentioned that, in addition te the sum ef L. 8, 1Te. 1d., which
the echoolmaster of Long Yester receives from this parish, he obtains also from the

rish of Garvald the sum of L. 17, 2s. 24, so that his emoluments amount to L. 45

3e. 3d.
1
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Begbie, Esq. of Gifford Vale, to educate poor children. The
interest, amounting to L.4, 10s,, is appropriated to this pur-
pose by the kirk-session. ‘The session also, when necessary,
pay for the education of poor children; and several members of
the family of Yester bear the expense of educating between ten
and twenty children. ‘There are two Sabbath schools in the
parish. :

Poor and Parochial Funds.— Thereareat present eighteen regular
paupers, each of whom receives on an average L.3 per annum. Be-
sides these, about eight or ten receive occasional assistance. The
whole yearly expenditure of the kirk-session is about L. 120. In
1722, the average of thie Sabbath collections was L. 2 Scots money
each day. In 1751, it amounted to 4s. Sterling ; in 1792, to 8s.;
at present the average collection on Sabbath is L. 1, 8¢.; and the
annual amount is about L. 60. In 1710, the session received from
the Laird of Newtonhall the sum of L. 1519, 8s. Scots, which was
expended in purchasing from the Marquis of Tweeddale thir-
teen acres of land, subject to a feu-duty of ls. per acre. The rent
of this tract, which is called the * precious land,” amounts at pre-
sent to L. 29; which sum is also appropriated to the maimtenance
of the poor. In 1798, the Rev. Mr Inues, and his brother, Dr
Robert Innes, mortified to the kirk-session the sum of L.200, the
interest of which is applied to assist the poor in paying their house
rents. This sum is placed in the hands of Lord Tweeddale, who
still allows L. 10 of interest. It has been mentioned, that on the
first Sabbath of the year, a collection is made to supply the poor
with coals, amounting usually to L. 7. All these sums, together
with what is derived from the use of the mortcloths, &c. may
amount to about L. 110, which is nearly adequate to the supply of
the poor, and happily renders assessments unnecessary., About
twenty years ago, during a period of great scarcity, an assessment
was made to supply the labouring poor. Although necessary at
the time, it had by no means a good effect on that feeling of honest
pride which is characteristic of Scotchmen. At present, however,
there is no undue anxiety to obtain parochial relief. Many would
rather submit to the severest hardships than live on the parish.
The poor are all supported in their own houses, and are supplied
with medicines from a dispensary gratis. Many of the poor are
supplied with soup three times a-week from the Marquis of Tweed-

dale’s kitchen, and with wood for fuel in winter from the grounds
of Yester.
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Fairs.— There are three fairs or trysts held annually in the vil-
lage of Gifford ; viz. on the last Tuesdayof March, the third Tuesday
of June, and the first Tuesday of October. At these fairs, ahout
500 cattle, as many horses, and between 3000 and 4000 sheep are
usually offered for sale. Many purchasers come from a considerable
distance ; and generally a good deal of business is done. At the
last-mentioned fair, the Agricultural Society of East Lothian meet
at Gifford to award premiums for the best pens of sheep of diffe-
rent kinds. About twenty years ago, leave.was obtained to hold a
tryst on the Monday mornings during harvest for hiring shearers.
This has of late been a great nuisance to the parish ; as the shearers,
to the number often of 500, flock to Gifford on Sabbath ; and not
only wait to be hired, but profane the Lord’s day by drunken and
disorderly conduct, A bill, like that of Sir Andrew Aguew, would

be no small blessing.

Inns, Alehouses, &o.—Of these there are seven in the parish,

Fuel.— All our coal is brought from the parishes of Salton and
Pencaitland,—a distance of six miles. The price of a cart-load is
78, 6d., viz. 4s. for 12 ewt. of coal, and 3s, 6d. for carriage.

October 1835.
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