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NUMBER VL

PARISH OF TRANENT.

( County and Prefbytery of Haddington.—~Syned of Lo«
thian and Tweeddale.)

By the Reverend Mr Huca CUNTNGHAME.

Name, Extent, (5c.

RANENT is generally fuppofed to be a corruption of
Trinity 3 and the form of the church is alledged as a
proof of the derivation *.

This parifh is bounded by the Frith of Forth on the N.;
is about 6 miles in length, from N, E. to S. W.3 and its
greateft breadth is 3 miles. The great eaft road rans through
the town, and divides the parith into nearly two equal parts.
The land towards the fea is inferior in quality to none in

Scotland, renting generally from 40s. to 508, per acre, the”
a

* in the charters of St David to the Abbey of Holyrood-
houle, i appears the name of this parifh was formerly Travers
neat ; for mention is made of ome Thoraldus de Traveraent,
1. & Tranent, Admatting this, the idea of Trinity is deitroy.
¢d j and reference feems rather, according to the L.atin, to be
had 10 fuiling, which correfponds with a traditien Rill extant in
"-h‘_ oppohte coalt of Fife, that a party of L)anes once landed om
their fhore, but were fuddenly obliged to feck refuge in their
boats, and put to fea. The cry of the exulting natives was
Traqtm, or Travernent, Lt them fail over, or right acrofi. Mc-
cordingly, they landed in this parith, from which circumflance
it had the name,
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§4 Statiftical Account

a few fetch more. The land to the S. of the poft road,
though the greateft part of it be of a good quality, lets at 2
rate confiderably lower. The whole of the parith is arable,
There are, however, upwards of 100 acres of common, and a
confiderable portion of link ground, ftill in a flate of nature.
Improved muir lets at 155, and 20s. per acre ;. inclofed and
cultured links at 36s. and 4os. The high rent of thefe
lands is owing to the peculiar advantages of their fituation.
The face of the country is remarkably pleafant, rifing by a
gentle afcent from' the fea to the fonthermoft extremity of
the parifh, The town of Tranent commands an extenfive
view of the adjacent country, the Frith of Forth, and the

oppofite thore *.

Property and Agriculture,~The parith is divided amongfy
g greater, and nearly double that number of fmaller, propric-
tors. Three of the firit either ftatedly or occafionally refide,
and moft of the latter., The valued rent of the parifh ex-
ceeds 10,000 L. Scotch ; and the real rent,. inclufive of houfes
and gardens, Goool. Sterling 4. There are in the parith 3
farmers who rent zbove 300 l.—5 above 200l.—gq above
%00 I.~8 above gol.—and 19 above 20,—befides a grear

sunber poflefling from 40 to 5 acres, or under,
Agriculture

* The climate is exceedingly gootl, and the air healthy and

dry. The town of Franent has long been reputed particularly
healthy. Intermittent fevers,"in particular, are feldom kuown.
Inoculation being little pra&ifed, the fmall-pox is frequent,

The yetir 1797 is, however, an exception to the general healthi-
nefs of the placde. An cpidemical fever, of a- putrid nature,
vailed upwards of 1¢ months, and carried off a great num-

Ber ifi the prime of life.

¥ Houfes and gardens were rated a few years ago at g4a5 L.,
8s. 9 d. Deduéting this from the 6co0 1, the remainder, 5575 L
will be aearly the rent of the land.
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of Tranents 83

.Agricultare in this parith is, in generaly in~ the fame
Hourithing ftate that charafterifes Eaft Lothian at larged
"The great proportion of acres poflefled by people who take
land from neceffity and coavenience, makes the proper maw
nagement of it but a fecondary objedt,

To give an idea of the quantity of each fpecies of crop at an
average, a ftatement of the different fowings fer 1791, and
the fuppofed produce, is anncxed.

Aeres. Produce Value, Total Values

_ per acre; 1. s

‘Wheat « 6go « gbolls 4 atz2re. < 4377 10
Barley - 430 =+ OGditto - at18s, « 2322 o
Oats - 741 -  OGdito - at13s. = 2889 18
Pealc & beans 312 - 7 dite - at 128, - 318 o
Potatoes 35§ - L.8 - - - 280 o
&

Grafs feed 394 - 200 fiones at 4d. - 1313
Pafture - 423 - .
Fallow - 346 Total L. 12,000 14

Total acres 3331 exclufive of roads, planting, and common.

No value i3 put upon 423 acres of pzﬂ:ur;. The quantity of
turnips raifed here is trifling ; and no liat is fown but for
private ufe. If for thefe articles, a fum, not exceeding 4001,
13 added to the preceding table, the total amount, 13,3001
will be nearly the annual preduce of the parith. The late -
invention of threfhing-mills feems to have met with the ap.,
probation of the farmers, there being already 4 of them in
the parith. .

Commerce, Fifberies, Manufaftures, &'c.~The fea coait,
which is perfefily flat and fandy, excepting the rocky ground
Wwhere the villages of Cockenzie and Port Seton are founded,

forms
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[ 13 Statiflical Areount
forms the boundary of the parifh for nearly 2 miles. There

is one fmall harbour at Port Secton, which, previous to the
Union, was a place of confiderable refort, being the neareft
port to Preftonpans, whofe merchants had upwards of 20
veflels belonging to them., At preflent, the fthipping is con-
fined to a tew caft country and coafting veffels. The imports
are timber and iron, and fometimes corn and malt, for the
accommodation of neighbouring diftilleries. The chief, if
not the only export, is falt. The fthorc~-dues feldom exceed
3ol :

A manufacture of great falt, of a very particular fine quali-
ty, was eftablifhed here a few years ago by Dr Schwediaur ;
but, from various circumitances, the fcheme totally failed.
In Cockenzie, which conneéts with this village, the manu-
falture of common falt is carried on to great advantage and
extent, fo or 11 pans being conftantly at work, 'The inter-
nal refource of coal which the proprictor enjoys, gives a de-
cided fuperiority over every other perion, who muft either
import his coals, or purchafe them from the ncereft coal-
mafter.

" Off the coafl, there is a confiderable oyfter-fcalp ; but, of
late ycars, the oyfiers have become very fearce. This muft
be attributed to over-dragging feveral years ago, to fupply
Englith vefiels from Milton, Lee, and other places. Before
this, a boat would {ometimes drag gooo a day, which, at ¢ d.
6d. and 7d. a bundred, afforded a handfome income to the
crew. The common average lay betwixt goco and 7000,
At prefent, 700 or Boo are reckoned a good day’s work,
which, though now fold indifcriminately at 15 d. per hun-
dred, afford but a franty livelihood when divided amongft
§ men, including a double deal to the owner of the boat.
‘Fhere are at prefent 1o boats, belonging to Cockenzie and

Fort Seton, cogaged in this fithing. Upwards of 20,000
: oylters
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oyiters go regularly each feafon to the Glafgow market *,
Few or no white fifh have been taken off the coaft for fevea
ral years. Haddocks, in particular, have become a2 great
rarity, Whitings and flounders, at prefent, fell on the thore
at 25, 6d. per fcull, (containing about & or 7 dozen), which,
a few years ago, would not have brought above one third of
that price.

"The moft confiderable diftillery now in Scotland, belong-e
ing to Aitchifon, Brown, and Co. is carried on at 5t Cles
ments Wells, in this parith. From this work alone, Go-
vernment receives about gocol. of revenue yearly. ‘L'here was
originally a {mall ftill ufed here ; but, by the {pirited exer-
tions of the prefent Company, it has attained to its prefeot
flourifbhing ftate, Coal is conveniently fituated 1n a park ad-
joining to the work. The feam is about 2 feet thick, at the
depth only of 15 fathoms, and the coal coft the work ar the
rate of g s. perton. goo Cattle, and joo0 fwine, are annually
fed at the work. In thefe different branches, the feeding of
cattle, diftilling, and working of coal, about 120 hands are
employed.

At Cockenzie is an annual fair, held the firft Thurfday of
November, which, like moft of the country fairs, owing to
the extenfion of commerce, is much on the decline. For-
merly, cattle were brought to this market ; now, undreffed
lint of home growth is the chief article of traffic, and feldom
exceeds the price of 2s. per ftone. In Uranent is a good
butcher market twice a week, from which Preftonpans, Qr-
mifton, and the adjacent counmtry, are principally {upplied.
In 179%, about 2g0 oxen, 70 calves, and 1350 fheep and

lambs,

* The demand from Glafgow has not been fo great this
year ; but fome of the boats have found a2 ready market, and
good price, at Newcaflle, to which they have performed feve~
ral trips during the barvelt months.
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lambs, arere killed by the different butchers. There is here
alfo a confiderable tannery, and a fmall manufature of locks
and nails. A good many looms are employed in the parith,
but chiefly for private ufe, though a few do what is called
faftory work. . One only weaves muilin.

Coallieries.—~Befides the fmall feam of coal already mention-
ed, wrought for the fupply of the diftillery, there are other
3 collieries in the parith, Tranent, Elphingfton, and Birfley,
The belt feam is that of Elphingfton, being no lefs than 9
feet thick, at the depth of 32 and 25 fathoms, according to
the afcent and defcent of the [urface, Below this is a feam
abow g feet thick ; and there are different {mall firata above,
at prefent not worth the working.

" Tons. Cuwt.
Produce of this colliery in 1790 - 6og3 1§
in 1791 - 8348 10
Yt is reckoned, that at thefe different collieries, including
bearers, overfeers, gin-men, and bank-men, about 150 hands
are employed 5 and, if the great number of cinder-burners
are taken into the account, it is evident that a confiderable
proportion of the parifhioners cither belong to, or are con.
nefted with, the collieries, The influence they have in
forming the manners of the lower clafies, is of courfe confi-
derablg; and, according to their frugal or extravagant way of
life, the poor’s funds are more or lefs burdened.

Ecclefiaflical State.~The church is a very ancient, incomw
modious, and unhealthy fabric. No account of its antiquity
is any where to be found ; but moft people fkilled in archi-
tefture have little hefitation in pronouncing it oo or Goo
years old. The outward form refembies 3 oblong buildings,

placed fideways, the middle being confiderably longer at each
| ' end
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gnd than the other twa. The communication within is by
arches of different forms and fizes. A fquare tower rifes
from the centre of the whole, fupported by the fide walls of
the middle building, and by two crofe arches. The roof is
vaulted, and covered with fione. The windows are few, and
ill conflrudied ; and, in a dark and gloomy day, ferve only to
make *¢ darkne(s vifible.” Either the church Mas originally
been funk below the furface of the ground, er the furround.
ing burying-gronnd has been much heightened by the im-
menfe number of bodies interred in it; for the accels to the
pulpit is by a defcent of 4 fleps from the church-yard.

The manfe is large, and well executed, and was built in
1781. The flipend confifts of 277 bolls of wheat, 26 bolls of
barley, 43 bolis of ocats, gool. Seotch, including 6ol. for
communion clements, befides a glebe of nearly 6 acres, and
fomewhat more than an acre of muir, the minifler’s propors
tion of the divifion of a commonty. The King is patron, in
confequence of the attainder of the Earl of Wintoun., ‘The
prefent incumbents are, the Reverend Mr Charles Cuninge
ham, fertled in 740, and the Reverend Hugh Cunynghamie,
ordained afliltant and {ucceflor in 1784. DBelidea the twe
eitablithed clergymen, there is a mimfler of the Durgher
perfuafion ¥,

Population

“ Sctools—The fulary of the parifh fchoolmalter is only # 1.
and {vme odd fhilings 3 but what with the dues ariling from
the fellion and heritors clerkfhips, from the offices of precentor
eoileltor of road-meney and poor's rates, and the profits of thc‘;
ichanl, the amount 15 confiderable. he prelent muiler is bur-
dened with an annuity of 20 1. wo his predeceffor, who refigned,
The heritors, fenlible of the inconvenience and hardfhip cf the
bargain to a young man of merit, with a riling family, gene.-
roully and voluntarily added gl. per ennum to the falary, builg
a new {chool, and fitted up the malter’s houfe in a manner come
modious for the reception of boarders, The numbers sducated

Vor. X, i |
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Population Table.

Number of fouls. in the Children under 8 - 197
whole parith in 1755 2450 Widowers - - 3t
in 1783 2496 Widows - - 58

Males above 8 - ©47 Families of 1 perfoneach 54
Females dittp . 1102 of above 1 each 271

Children under 8 - 447 Number of {fouls in the
Widowers - - 48 whole parithini791 2732%

Widows - - 129 Under 8 years of age,
Families of 1 perfon each 111 about - - [{:1)
of above 1 each §62 Under 12 - - 610
Of thefe in the village of In Tranent - 1380

Tranent - 1130 Cockenzie and Port Se-
Males above 8 - 416 ton - . 430
Females ditto - £17 Seton g - 36
Relief

at the parith fchool may be from 6o to 82. School wages are
iid weekly, which is a bar to the regular attendance of the
children ; for many parents, having occahion for their children
at home in the beginning of a week, through a multaken and
ill-direfted parlimony, kéep them from {chool all the reit of .
Lhere arc at prefent 7 other {chools in the parith, 4 of which
are taught by men, the remainmng three by women. None of
them havg any fuilary except one, voluntarily paid by the pro-
srietors of the ground and the refiding partner at St Ciements
™W.lls. About g0 ifcholars attend it in fummer. At the diffe-
rent {chools in the parth, in fummer 1791, about 220 {cholars
were tanght. There are befides, two Sabbath evening cateche-
tical exercifes ; one lupported by an annual colledtion at the
church-dovors, the other upon the ellablifbment of the Society
in Scotland for promoting religious knowledge amongit the

poor.

®* The increafe of population betwixt 1783 and 1791 was
owing to the fale of the eftates of the York Buildings Company
in this parith, the purchafers thereof feving fmall fpots for
houfes and gardens ; to the enlargement of a diltillery ; and o
4 new colliery, ' '
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Relicf and Meadow Mill 115 Brewers - - 4
Elphingftone - 206 Butchers - - 7
Wefter Falfide - 145 Smiths - - 13
St Clements Wells - 34 Wheelwright - x
Reft of the parith - 206 Barbers - - z
Clergymen - 3 Stocking-weavers - 3
Surgeons - - 2 Slaters - - 2
nhopkeepers - 12 Sadler - -
Wrights = - 25 Saltmakers - - 22
Mafond - - 15 Fifhermen - - 50
Weavers - - 40 Licenfed alehoufes - 30
Shoemakers - 02 Burgher Seceders - G
Taylors - - 12 Antiburgher ditto - 8
Coopers - . 2 Relief ditto - - 1
Tanners - s 4 Epdcopalians - 1o%
Bakers - - 12

Loor.

* A very accurate regilter was kept of the births and buri-
als of the parifhioners until the year 1784, when the tax upon
recording them was impofed, which many perfons refufed to
pay, snd therefore omitted wmuking any entry. The record,
confeguently, became imperfeét in this, as well as in many other
parifhes in Scotland. :

The regifier before mentioned contains all the deaths of pa-
rithioners, though buried in a different parith, all included in
the following tables : it hkewife contains the deaths of a confi-
derable number dying in adjacent parifhes, and buried 1n Tra-
nent, and children at nurfe fent from other places; bui thefe
are not included in the tables.

TABLE

# The Unlwersity of Edinbaengh
Tha: University of Glasgow



g Statiftical Account

Poor.—Betwixt 30 and 40 penfloners are generally fups
ported, {at prefent the number is under 30), befides occa-
fional poor *. The poor’s funds arife

From colietions at the church-doors - - I.. 30
Mort-cloths and hearfe - - - - 15
Seat-rents in the church - = - - 3

An annuity from Dr Schaw's Hofpital, granted in con-
fideration of the minifter’s accepting of the truft fpe-

cified in his will - - - - - 2
Aanualrent of 100l. bequeathed by the late Lord

Bankton, at 4 per cent. - - - - 4.
An yearly affeflment of 3521. whereof the tenants pay
the one half, but of which feldom uore than 46 L

is made effetual - - . - 46

Total L. 100

Fines

TABLE 1. fhowing the number of Deaths, and at what ages,
in the parith of Tranent, from 1755 to 1784, a period of 30
years, diftinguifhing males and females.

Males,  Fem. Males,  Fem,

Under I 100 1io© Brought over 3587 564
Betwixt 1 & =2 83 71 |Betwixt 65 & 70 43 57
2& 3 53 35 70 & 75 49  Or

3& 4 44 23 75 & Bo © 45 57

4 & & 20 18 o & B¢ 50 56

5 & 10 41 20 < Hy & 9o 17 21

10 & 20 3t 29| Aged ot [ 4

20 & 25 28 16 94 K [

z2g & 30 17 19 05 X o

30 & 40 37 37 96 Q 2

40 & 50 31 39 98 L 3

50 & 6o 6o 79 99 o |

6o & 63 10 62 102 o |
Carried over 3587 564 Total =594 826
Dirths.

%" In 1782 and 1783, the number was above 6o,
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Fines for irregular marriages, cxaftions for private baptilms,

marriages, &c. go for private ufes, for which no funds are
appropriated ;

Dales. Eem.,
Births in the fame peribd of 3o years 1004 1055
Ieduét deaths - - - - 104 826
Difference, moltly emigrated - - 300 izg

TABLE II. i'hr;:wing the probability of the duration of life, at
all ages, among males and females, in the parifth of Tranent,
taken from the foregoing abltra& of deaths for a period of
jo years, the deaths taken as a radix.

Agee Males, Deaths. Fem. Dreaths. Ape. Males. Deaths, Fem.  Deathse

10tiB26 1telizs|ige 4
Bgll716 Fili26iz8y 4
53445 35127383 4
44li6r0 z3|l28i380 4
zc:-l!fﬂ';r 18{iz2g|377 M
144580 ‘12|130]374 T
100557 Gil311371 3

Blisst 4(|32|367 3
Glls47 21331363 3
3545 2134359 4
3||543 2135(355 4
3lis41 3/136{351 4
3)i538 3||37|347 4
3li535 3)381343 4
31532 8{139/340 +
3529 1ll40{337 4
3}:526 3il41|334 4
3523 3[142{331 4
3ji530 3/l43{328 M
41517 S{|44/32¢ 4
51314 3il45(323 4
Elisrs 3ll4Bl319 4
€il5o8 3j|47]316 4
Glisos 3l{4Biz13 4+
a9z 4149370 4
A

L
]
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approptiated 3 fuch as paying an afliftant to tHe parifh fchool:

mafter, tranfporting cripples, &c.
Expenditure

Aget: Males, Deaths. Fem. Deaths. Age. Males. Deaths. Fem. Deaths.

50{306 5llg403 10ll: 56 12
S1j3en 5398 ollr44 12
§2|296 ‘g{ggz glli32 12
531201 1335 gllizo 12
$4/285 6li377 o108 12
551279 6i|369 10| gb 12
s56l273 IR 1iji 84 i3
571267 g5z 1|171 i

~ s8jz60 AlETE: 1cf| Gt 11
591253 7)|334 9l 5o 10
60246 7i324 Bl 40 9
G1j230 Efglg =i 31 8
62{231 ngm 4 23 5
Gij223 B/|288 gll 18 3
G425 Bil27s 2ff Ig 3
Ggjz07 Blab2 1| 12 z
66l1gg Hf 350 1l 10 2
G9ige 81238 1l 8 z
68183 ollz27 1f 6 2
Ggligg gllz16 il a4 I
20j165§ eI 1 3 I
750 10jitG3 2 I
a2 146 10{lt 80 I £
“3 ¥1 Iﬂilﬁﬂ

Of the males flated as having died at g3, three, and of the
females at g6, three alfo, were alive ; but thefe are of no confe-
quence in forming a table. In every other relpe®, it is mpade
to correfpond with the deaths mentioned in Table 1.

From the foregoing Tables, it appears probable that the emi-

ration of males is chiefly between the ages of 25 and 37, and
of females between the ages of 18 and 28. Until the emigra-
tion is completed, the probabilitics of the duration of life are
by the Tables always too low, and, before it commences, very
confiderably fo.

The fmail.pox, in the natural way, very frequently makes
great ravages among the younger children, efpecially wheowt-
tended with the hooping cough.

Although Table 2, is correét only from the year at which
the
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Expenditure to the parifh poor for the laft 12 years, iny

cluding occafional charities.

" From November 1580 to November 1581 L.81t 12 o
From ditto §781 to ditto 1783 - - 05 14 o
I'rom ditto 1782 to ditto 1783 - - 144 © o
From ditto 17873 to ditto 1984 - - 121 7 @
From ditto 1784 to ditto 1785 - “ 120 13 ©

From

" the emugration is completed, which may be fuppofed to be
' about 38 or 40, as to males, and about 28 or 3o, as to females,
- yet fuflicient data are given for making it corred, firfl, by add-
ing the number of emigrants to the radices for each year, till
. the emigration commences, and afterwards dedudting, along
- with the deaths, the proportion of emigrations thought neareft the
truth ; when all are fubtraéted, the numbers iiving and dying
will coincide with the Table. The number of perfons living,
of all ages, by the correfted Table, (after dedu&ting the haif of
the births), divided by 30, (the number of years}, will then
be equal to the number of inhabitants : thus,

Number of males at all ages who die in the parith 257084

Veduét § of births - - - - 547

) _ 26

I'o which add 3r times the number of male emigrants, >3T
being & medium between 25 and 37, the fuppofed
years of emigration - - - - Q300

T s

Divide by jo) 35837

Male inhabitants 1194

Number of females at all ages who die in the parith 1168

Deduét 5 of births g .- - p- I 3352;

Add 23 times the number of female emigrants, ;ng a 33160
medium between i8 and 38, the fuppofed years of

emiyration - - - - [$1.3
Divide by 30} 38427
Female inhab:*tantil ::H_;

. Total male and female inhabitant
Vanting only 2z of the real aumber. T i

i The Unjversity ol BilEnSuirgh
The Wnbversily o Giagow



D6 Statiftical Account

¥From November 1785 to November 1986 L. 1090 ¢ o
From ditto 1786 to ditto 1487 - - 110 13 ©
From ditto 1787 to ditto 1988 - - 106 1 ©
From ditto 1788 to ditto 1489 - - 102 0 ©
from ditto 1789 to ditto 1400 - - 89 10 o
¥From ditto 1790 to ditto 17g7 - - 85 16 o
From ditto 1791 to ditto 1492 - - 88 o o*

The cffefis of the year 1782 are cvident from the above
ftatement. The parith funds bore the whole of the burden ;
and, confidering the high price of oat-meal, (15 6d. psr
peck), the additional and unavoidable expence of thefe years
feems extremely moderate. All the inconveniencics of that
memorable year feem now to be over; and, notwithftanding
the increafed population of the parith, there is reafon to be-
lieve, the expenditure to the poor will be confiderably lower
than for many years previous to 1982. This hope is found-
ed on the good effets (already felt) of cthe different charitable
inftitutions belonging to the refpeftive trades of the parifh
and ncighbourhood. There are four of thefe focicties, or
boxes, as they are called, in the parith, and a great number of
ptople connefted with others at a diftance. It is a2 fact
worth mentioning, that although, by the fatal fever of the
current year 1792, upwards of jo fatherlefs children, and a
proportionable number of poor widows, are in great meafure
left deftitute, not a fingle application from that quarter has

as yct been made for public charity #,
M fﬁfffaﬁmus

* The increafed expence Jor the current year, 199z, is owing
to a greater number of occafional poor in diftrefs, the Rated

penfion lift being confiderably lower than that of laft year,

4+ The molt ancient place in the parith, fo far as known, is
"Bt Germans, now the feat of David Anderfon, Efquire. There

Was
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Mifeellaneous Obfervatiens.~—The battle of Prefton, in 1745,
ras fought partly in this parifh, the fcene of aclion lying
ibout half a mile to the north of the church. The remains
of the gallant Chriftian hero, Colonel Gardiner, who died in
he minifter’s houfe of the wounds he received in the field,
1e interred in the weit end of the charch.

The poft road running through the parifh is an evident
Ivantage, as thereby an ealy communication with the me-
‘opolis, on the one hand, and Haddington, the beflt corn
narket in the Ringdem,; on the other, is opened. The near-
efs, and confequent cheapnefs, of coal, is an acknowledged
nveniente ta the place, though the fcarcity of water is an
ffeftual bar to manufaftures that owe much of their fuccefs

> the low price and plenty of fuel. There is but one fpring
to

as here an hofpital, but by whom founded is uncertain. In
agman’s roll, mention is made of Barthelve Mefire de la mefon
8¢ Germen, anno 1296, In later times, St Germans belong.
to the Knights Templars, but was, with moft of its reve-
es, beltowed by King James 1V. upon the King’s College of
berdeen in 1494,
At Seton was a collegiute church, foonded for a provol}, 6
Ehfﬂdﬂ-fits, 2 liopin bﬂ}".!:, and a Cil::r’k, aut of leveral ch,ip-
inries united for that effe& by George Lord Seton, the 26th
ne 1493- The charter of foundation is afterwards confrmed
Andrew Abbot of New bottle, therein defigned #pofosrcae
dis Delegatus. He bindt Lkewile the revellry or Sacriity of
‘ton, and covered it over with ftone, in the reign of King
mes IV, ; and, dying foon afterwards, was buried near the
sh alear of this collegiate church. The building is {lill almelt
fire,
-lofe by the church fivod the princely ruins of Seton-houfe,
: refidence of the Earls of Wintoun. Upen the attainder of
* late Earl in 1715, the cftate fell to the Crown, by whom, in
g, it was fold to the York Buildings Company, who fuffer-
the houfe to fall to decay. 1In 1790, the whole was taken
wn by the prefent proprictor, to make way for a houfe, now
ﬁ;lﬁf_ﬁﬂr:lihtd, on a defign of the late Mr Adam, in the old
le form,

ou, X. N
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to fupply the whole town, which is conduéted to the head of
it in wooden pipes. The inhabitants, towards the bottom,
are obliged to bring it to their houfes in barrels upon carts.
A plan has been in agitation to raife a {um to carry the wa-
ter through the town in a leaden pipe. Dut the permanent
proprictors differ as to the mode of raifing it, and there the
matter at prefent refls,

The near vicinity of the coal has likewife its difadvantages.
The poorer clafles of the community are atrraéled to the
place with the flattering prolpeét of cheap fuel 3 and many
of the operative people about thefe works, being none of the
beft oeconomiits, the poor’s funds are, of courfe, fenfibly
burdened. The grievance to the landed property is the

greater, as thefe lucrative mines, from their precarious nature,

plead an exemption from poor’s rates. The great number of

carts that daily refort to the different collieries, are extreme-

ly deftrutive of the roads; fo (h.t, in many places, {fome of
the crofs roads in this parith are almoft impaffable. 6ol

the ftatute money of the parith, fcarce ferves to fll up the
track ;3 and great part of that furn is expended at improper
feafons. A bili is propefed to be brought into Parliament
mext feflion, which, it is to be hoped, will remedy rhe above
mconveniencies, io fentibly felt, at leaft in this parifth.—
At a moderate computation, betwixt 3coo and 4ooo gallons
of whilky are annually retailed in the parifh, befides what
are commiflioned by private families from the ftills. The
extraordinary covfumpr of this article throughout Scotland
at large, may indicate a thriving trade, and a produéiive re-
venue, but ailords a finall profpedt of a fedden increafe in
moral and focial virtues.—There is an excellent white free-
ftone quarry in the neighbourhood of 1ranent, out of which
feveral of the modern houfes in the county have lately been
built. There was, within thefe few years, a chalybeate

Ipring,
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fpring, in confiderable repute, at Bankton; but it has now
difappeared, hawving found its way into the wafie below.
A imall library was cftablithed laft year for the ufe of the
parith. The number of volumes, as yet, does not exceed

200, The increafe, in 2 great mealure, depends on the coun-
tenance and fupport of the more opulent ranks. 'I'he Stas
tiftical Account, fo far as publifhed, conftitutes part of the

collettion,

M T M-
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